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           Governor Generalôs Message 
 My Dear Companion 

Knights and Distinguished 

Brethren: 

 I extend my very best wishes 

and kindest personal regards to 

each of you and your families 

from the Officers, Regents and 

Members of the Sovereign 

College Board of Directors as I 

proceed with my second and 

final year in office as your 

Governor General. I am very 

grateful for the confidence you 

have placed in me and I trust 

that together we will be able to 

make much progress in our efforts to bring improvements to our 

Fraternity in general and the York Rite of Freemasonry in 

particular. 

 Our Sovereign College is deeply saddened by the passing of 

MPD Brother Donald Alfred King, KGCY from Canada who 

served with distinction as Governor General during the years 

1998-1999-1999-2000. We extend our Deepest sympathy to his 

wife Marlene and his Daughters and Grand Children.  

 I am deeply grateful for the work and efforts of the Colleges 

and Companion Knights in the jurisdiction of Ohio who were 

involved with our Annual Assembly in Cincinnati, Ohio this past 

July. It was a most interesting and   successful meeting and if 

you were not able to be in attendance, we trust that you will 

make a special effort to attend the 2010 Annual Assembly at the 

Hilton Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania July 22nd to 24th. The 

officers and members of Golden Triangle York Rite College No. 

32 ( my College) together with the support and assistance of the 

other eight (8) Colleges in Pennsylvania are looking forward to 

meeting and greeting each of the members and their guests and 

spouses together with those Honored Companion Knights who 

will be received as Distinguished Brethren of the Order of the 

Purple Cross of York. It is strongly suggested that you make 

your travel plans and submit you registration form as soon as 

possible.  

 I am also very pleased to advise that on Saturday, April 10, 

2010, I have scheduled a Special Assembly of the Sovereign 

College at the Masonic Temple, 32 West Eighth Street, Erie, PA 

for the purpose of constituting a new College to be named the 

Richard Monroe Bard York Rite College.  To a large extent this 

new College will be formed with the members from Golden 

Triangle York Rite College No. 32, stationed in Pittsburgh who 

reside in and around Erie, PA. I also wish to recognize and 

personally ñthankò the dedicated efforts of the Officers and 

members of Golden Triangle York Rite College No. 32 for their 

very generous financial contribution which will permit this new 

College to purchase all of the necessary jewels required for their 
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operation. This new College is named for one of the most active 

and dedicated York Rite Freemasons in this jurisdiction who 

passed to his great reward a few years ago. Lastly, following the 

Constitution Ceremony this will be the 10th College to be located 

in the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania. If you are interested in 

attending this meeting and especially the Constitution Banquet 

which will follow, please contact Companion Knight and the 

Charter Preeminent Governor, Lewis L. Lamb 111, 5549 Mill 

Street, Erie, PA 16509-2921, telephone number 814-868-7459,  

e-mail address lltoad@velocity.net   

 I was honored and deeply appreciative of the invitation to 

represent the Sovereign College and attend the Triennial 

Meetings of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the 

United States of America which was held in Roanoke, Virginia 

in mid August. This meeting was to have been held under the 

direction of Distinguished Brother and Most Eminent Grand 

Master Richard B. Baldwin who was called to his final rest by 

the Supreme Architect of the Universe prior to being able to 

complete his term. I wish to ñthankò Sir Knight William H. 

Koon, II for his kind and generous hospitality which was 

extended to myself and Lois. 

 I was also very honored and most appreciative of the 

privilege to be invited to attend the 126th Annual Assembly of 

the Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada, Knights of the Red 

Cross of Constantine and also the 126th Annual Assembly of  

The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, both Assemblies of the 

organizations were recently held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada. I very much appreciated the kind hospitality which was 

extended to me by the Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign and the 

Supreme Grand Master. Attendance at this meeting also afforded 

me the opportunity to ñmeetò and ñgreetò many of our 

Companion Knights and Distinguished Brethren from Canada. 

 During the Annual Assembly in Cincinnati, Ohio 

Companion Knight Owen W. Wissinger, Secretary of 

Conemaugh Gap York Rite College No. 34, stationed at 

Johnstown, Pennsylvania was selected for the Honor as the York 

Rite College Secretary for the year 2009 but, unfortunately was 

unable to personally attend the Annual Assembly. This is a very 

prestigious Award that is presented to only one Secretary each 

year for his devoted service to his York Rite College and to 

Sovereign College above and beyond the call of duty. I recently 

attended a meeting of this College accompanied by the Grand 

and Deputy Grand Governors of Pennsylvania and the Grand 

Herald and personally made this presentation to Companion 

Knight Wissinger. I extended my ñcongratulationsò and ñthanksò 

to him for his many years of devoted service to Freemasonry and 

especially the York Rite Sovereign College. 

 I also had the recent pleasure of attending the 74th Annual 

Conclave  of  Convent  General   Knights  of  the York  Cross  of  
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York Rite Sovereign College 

Of North America 

 
500 Temple Avenue 

Detroit, MI  48201 
Tel. (313) 833-1385 *  Fax (313) 833-7735 

E-mail: yrsc_na@yahoo.com 

Website www.yrscna.org 

 

Officers 2009/2010 
 

Edward H. Fowler, Jr.. .................................. Governor General 

Joe R. Manning, Jr.. ......................... Deputy Governor General 

Gerald A. Ford ............................................ Chancellor General 

Roy E. Van Delinder, Jr. ............................... Treasurer General 

D. Allen Surratt ............................................. Secretary General 

Rev. Robert J. Cave ......................................... Primate General 

Ronald E. Wood, Jr. ........................ Associate Primate General 

Brain K. Himes ............................................. Preceptor General 

Douglas L. Jordan. ....................................... Seneschal General 

Donald J. Panichi ............................................ Marshal General 

W. Berry Rigdon ............................................. Sentinel General 

David G. Walker ..................................  Grand Standard Bearer 

Kenneth Chandler ............................................. Herald General 

 F. Douglas Draker ......................................... Grand Herald 

 Thurston H. Dickason. .................................. Grand Herald 

 John A. Habel, Jr........................................... Grand Herald 

William G. Hinton ............................................ Grand Organist 

2010 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA  

 

 On behalf of all Pennsylvania Companion Knights,  

the Officers and members of Golden Triangle York Rite 

College No. 32, I welcome and encourage you  to attend 

the 53rd General Assembly of the York Rite Sovereign 

College of North America in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to 

be held  July 19-24, 2010.   

 

 We are in the midst of finalizing the preparations for 

this event and please be sure, this will be a First Class 

Masonic Event!!   

 

       You will be 

staying in the 

b e a u t i f u l l y 

renovated Hilton 

Pittsburgh, ideally 

l o c a t e d  i n 

d o w n t o w n 

Pi t tsburgh and 

adjacent to Point 

State Park and Pittsburghôs famed Three Rivers.   

         

          The Hilton 

Pittsburgh guest 

rooms are designed 

with both comfort 

and efficiency in 

mind.  Each guest 

room is available in 

king, queen or two 

d o u b l e  b e d s , 

offering breathtaking views of the city or the famed Three 

Rivers.  All rooms are beautifully decorated and contain all 

the comforts you would expect from this level of hotel.  

Room Rates are $115 plus taxes per night. 

 

 For those who are flying to the Assembly, there will be 

discounted rates for the Super Shuttle to and from the 

Hotel, and for those who are driving  to the Assembly, 

there will be discounted rates for parking. 

 

 The Spring Issue of the Crusader will contain all the 

information and registration forms for the 2010 Assembly. 

 Please plan to join us in Pittsburgh for the 2010 

General Assembly, a great place to renew old friendships 

and to make new ones. 

 

  Fraternally and sincerely, 

  Thomas F. Miller, Grand Governor/Pennsylvania 
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Honour which was held in Jackson, Wyoming and presided over 

the customary Saturday Morning Breakfast sponsored by the 

York Rite Sovereign College. I greatly appreciate all of the 

courtesies and hospitality that was extended to me by the Most 

Eminent Grand Master-General Stanley N. McIrvin and his 

outstanding Committee from Wyoming Priory No. 44. I extend 

my best wishes and congratulations to Knight David F. Snyder 

from Wichita, Kansas who was elected to the office of Grand 

Master-General and the other officers including our Secretary 

General who were elected or appointed as officers of this 

distinguished National Masonic Organization. 

 Lastly our Official Family continues to be saddened by the 

absence due to health reasons of our Most Preeminently 

Distinguished Past Governor General Edward R. Saunders Jr., 

KGCY and his family and we trust and pray that his conditions 

will improve 

 Lois and I together with elected and appointed officers and 

office staff of Sovereign College extend to each of you and your 

families a Blessed Thanksgiving Holiday and also a Happy, 

Healthy and Joyous Christmas and New Year Holiday Season. 

 Edward H. Fowler, Jr., KGCY 

 Governor General 
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To all Companion Knights of  the York Rite Sovereign College 
of  North America. 

 

The York Rite Sovereign College of  North America wishes to express  
its deep sorrow over the death of   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Donald A. King 

Born - February 18, 1933 
Died - September 11, 2009 

Most Preeminently Distinguished Brother Donald A. King, K.C.P.C., K.G.C.Y. 
was serving as a member of the Board of Directors at the time of his passing.    

He was elected to membership in 1978, received the Order of the Purple Cross in 1987,  
elected a Regent in 1992.  He was elected Deputy Governor General in 1994  

and installed as Governor General in 1996.  Received the Knight Commander of the  
Purple Cross in 1996, and Knight Grand Cross of York in 1999.  

 
His Life was marked by outstanding service both in Governmental positions   
and the Masonic Order.  His career was characterized by his service in the  

Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Mayor of Picton, Ontario,  
as well as a wide variety of offices in all Masonic Bodies.   

 
Most Preeminently Distinguished Brother Donald A. King  

is survived by his wife Marlene, their three daughters Donna, Lynda and Susan, 
and Grandchildren Kyle, Alyssa and Ashley. 

 
Memorial contributions may be made to the York Rite Charitable Foundation of Canada,  

5130 Elliott Sideroad, Midland, ON  L4R 4K3  
or The Leukemia Society, PO Box 4072, Pittsfield, MA  01202 

 
May our heavenly Father have him in his holy keeping, 
Soft and Safe to you my Brother, be your earthly bed. 

Bright and Glorious be your rising from it. 
That which Virtue unites in death may not separate,  Amen and Amen. 
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2009 ORDER OF THE PURPLE CROSS  

CHARLES F. TESCH CLASS 

CINCINNATI, OHIO  

 On July 25, 2009 the Order of the Purple Cross was conferred on a class of 118 Companion Knights, 

the class was named in honor of Right Eminently Distinguished Brother Charles F. Tesch.  


