
YORK RITE CRUSADER  

1 

York Rite Crusader  

Spring,  2010 Volume XLV --  Issue 3 

                   Governor Generalôs Message 

My Dear Companion Knights 

and Distinguished Brethren: 

 

 I extend to each of you and 

your families my best wishes 

and kindest personal regards 

from the York Rite Sovereign 

College officers, regents and 

members of the board of 

directors and their ladies 

including my wife Lois as we all 

look forward to the Spring and 

Summer months and to our 

individual Masonic Activities. I 

will be completing my term as 

your Governor General in approximately four months when our 

General Assembly will be in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania from July 

22, to July 24, 2010 at the Pittsburgh Hilton Hotel. The officers 

and members of Golden Triangle York Rite College No. 32 to 

which I was privileged to be a Charter Member and a Past 

Governor, together with the officers and members of the other 

nine (9) Colleges located in the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania 

have been working very hard to provide you with a memorable 

and enjoyable meeting, with many planned tours of interest to a 

host of interesting locations. I greatly appreciate the efforts of 

Governor Richard A. Rodibaugh and Deputy Governor William 

D. Johnston who are the General Chairman and Co Chairman 

respectively of the Local Arrangements Committee, together 

with the assistance of the Grand and Deputy Grand Governorôs 

of Pennsylvania. We trust that you will make your early travel 

arrangements and above all send in your meeting reservations as 

soon as possible. 

 

I am very pleased to advise you that the Sovereign College 

Board of Directors together with the elected regents have 

approved the nomination of Brother Ernest Borgnine to receive 

the York Rite Sovereign College Medal of Honor to be 

presented at the General Assembly Banquet on Saturday, July 

24, 2010 in Pittsburgh. Brother Borgnine is a distinguished actor 

of long standing and has been very helpful and supportive to all 

Masonic Charities. Although he is 94 years and has recently 

completed sixty (60) years as a Freemason in his Lodge which is 

under the Grand Lodge of Virginia, it is expected that he will be 

present in Pittsburgh to personally receive this significant 

presentation.  We look forward to this occasion in which our 

Sovereign College will pay a tribute of ñhonorò to this 

distinguished Freemason. 

 

I extend my congratulations to each of the members and 

their families of the 2010 Purple Cross of York Class who will 

receive this distinctive ñHonorò in Pittsburgh. We ñthankò each 

of you personally for all your dedicated efforts and support and I 

would remind you that this ñhonorò is principally awarded for 

your continued service and dedicated efforts to all of the 

branches of Freemasonry, more especially to the York Rite and 

its related organizations as well as to your respective College and 

to this York Rite Sovereign College of North America. There are 

many Companion Knights in this 2010 Class that have rendered 

considerable dedicated service over, above and beyond the call 

of duty and this ñhonorò is a small token of our appreciation. 

Congratulations to ñeach of youò and we trust that you will take 

an active role in the affairs of our beloved Sovereign College. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally ñthankò 

Distinguished Companion Knight Perry Anderson, Grand 

Governor of South Dakota and those that assisted him in their 

efforts to reactivate Black Hills York Rite College No. 29 

located in Western South Dakota. It is our hope that the present 

membership of this College will have a very successful future.   

 

I am very pleased to extend my congratulations to the 

Officers and members of Richard Monroe Bard York Rite 

College No. 204 which is stationed in Erie, Pennsylvania. I had 

the honor and pleasure to constitute this College and install the 

elected and appointed officers in their respective stations on 

Saturday, April 10, 2010. I also wish to extend my appreciation 

and ñthanksò to those appointed officers who attended together 

with the Grand Governor of Pennsylvania, Thomas F. Miller, his 

Lady Betty and the Deputy Grand Governors of Pennsylvania 

Martin L. Moses and Wilmer P. Quick for their cooperation and 

assistance together with the officers  from Golden Triangle York 

Rite College No. 32 stationed in Pittsburgh, PA. This was a very 

well attended meeting of the Companion Knights, Distinguished 

Brethren and their ladies from North Western Pennsylvania. I 

would also like to ñpersonally thankò the officers and members 

of Golden Triangle for their generous gift of the Officers Jewels 

which were presented at the installation ceremony. Lastly, I 

extend my ñthanksò and congratulations to Companion Knight 

Lewis L. Lamb, III and his Lady Judy and the officers of this 

new College for their kind hospitality and for all their efforts to 

make this meeting a memorable occasion for our beloved 

Distinguished Companion Knight Richard Monroe Bard whose 

entire life was devoted to the principals of Freemasonry.   

 

In addition a similar meeting is scheduled to constitute Van 

Port York Rite College, UD in Portland, Oregon on Saturday, 

May 1, 2010 and those in the area are certainly invited to attend 

and witness this ceremony. I am planning on attending this 

meeting to officially constitute this new College at which time 

the elected and appointed officers will also be installed. On 

behalf of The York Rite Sovereign College of North America we 

welcome the officers and members into our official family and 

trust they will have a very productive and successful future.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Officers 2009/2010 
 

Edward H. Fowler, Jr.. .................................. Governor General 

Joe R. Manning, Jr.. ......................... Deputy Governor General 

Gerald A. Ford ............................................ Chancellor General 

Roy E. Van Delinder, Jr. ............................... Treasurer General 

D. Allen Surratt ............................................. Secretary General 

Rev. Robert J. Cave ......................................... Primate General 

Ronald E. Wood, Jr. ........................ Associate Primate General 

Brain K. Himes ............................................. Preceptor General 

Douglas L. Jordan. ....................................... Seneschal General 

Donald J. Panichi ............................................ Marshal General 

W. Berry Rigdon ............................................. Sentinel General 

David G. Walker ..................................  Grand Standard Bearer 

Kenneth Chandler ............................................. Herald General 

 F. Douglas Draker ......................................... Grand Herald 

 Thurston H. Dickason. .................................. Grand Herald 

 John A. Habel, Jr........................................... Grand Herald 

William G. Hinton ............................................ Grand Organist 

Continued from page 1 - 

Since our last General Assembly, I have had the privilege to 

travel extensively to a number of Masonic Meetings throughout 

the United States, England and Canada and have been received 

with the dignity and respect due of the office of your Governor 

General. It has been an honor and a distinct pleasure to represent 

each of you at these meetings. It is especially gratifying to 

witness the outstanding relationships that have developed with 

the Senior Masonic Members from England over the last several 

years. Many of these brethren have become interested in our 

organization and have become members of Governor Generals 

College No. 900. It is also interesting to note that we have had 

some recent contacts from brethren in Australia concerning the 

possibility of establishing of a York Rite College in that country. 

It has also been indicated there may be interest in forming one or 

more York Rite Colleges at some future time in England. 

 

I again extend our thoughts and prayers to our beloved Most 

Preeminently Distinguished Past Governor General Edward R. 

Saunders, Jr., KGCY. and his wife and family. Ed has been very 

ill for some time and we trust and pray that his condition will 

improve. 

 

Lois and I together with the elected and appointed officers, 

regents and the office staff of Sovereign College extend to each 

of you and your families a belated blessed and Happy Easter 

Holiday. I personally extend my ñthanksò to all the officers and 

members of our constituent Collegeôs for their continued 

cooperation, support and dedication. 

 

Lastly, I would like to personally ñthankò the Detroit Office 

Staff consisting of Darlene M. Hammond, Alicia M. Atkinson 

and Barbara B. DeLong for all of their individual efforts to fully 

support and assist me during my term as an officer of this 

Sovereign College. They are truly a ñvery dedicatedò and very 

professional group of employees and we are very fortunate to 

have them working for our organization. I also appreciate their 

many acts of assistance and kindness that were extended by them 

to my wife Lois.  I extend my appreciation and ñthanksò to the 

elected and appointed officers and especially to all of the Past 

Governorôs General for their guidance and input when requested. 

I especially wish to ñthankò our Secretary General, Right 

Eminently Distinguished Brother D. Allen Surratt and his Lady 

Pam for their cooperation, support and advice. I am especially 

most grateful to Past Governor Generalôs David L. Hargett, Jr. 

and his Lady Robin and James E. Winzenreid and his Lady 

Becky for their guidance and assistance and above all their 

ñfaithò in me. I also acknowledge the helpful assistance that has 

been given to me on many occasions by my dear friend, brother 

and Regent Matthew David Dupee, Esq. and his lovely wife 

Susan. 

 

This experience has been a wonderful journey and I am most 

grateful for the support I received from my wonderful Wife Lois 

and our family. 

 

Best wishes and kindest personal regards. 

Edward H. Fowler, Jr., KGCY 

Governor General   

York Rite Medal of Honor  
Recipient  for 2010  

Brother Ernest Borgnine  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 24, 2010 the  

York Rite Sovereign College of North America  

is pleased to announce that the  

York Rite Medal of Honor  

will be presented to  

Brother Ernest Borgnine 

at the Saturday Grand Banquet. 
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The York Rite Sovereign College 
is pleased to announce the  

Namesake for the  
Order of the Purple Cross Class of 2010 

óJeffrey T. Powersô 

Right Eminently Distinguished Brother 
Regent & Past Grand Governor of Massachusetts 

 Middle Georgia York Rite College No. 201 conferred the 

Order Knight of York upon three candidates Wednesday 

evening, December 30, 2009.  The Assembly was held at the 

Dublin, Georgia Masonic Temple.  Dinner was served by Dublin 

Chapter #175, OES prior to the conferral. 

 Pictured in the front row are the three new Companion 

Knights.  L to R Row 1:  Cory Butler, Michael Calhoun and 

Bobby Harris.  Behind the candidates are those Companion 

Knights who took part that evening - they are from the L to R, 

Charles Berry, Bill Montgomery, George Kight, Ted Collins, 

Wesley Dixon, Gordon Ruthruff, Reuben Hattaway, Neal 

Mimbs, Alan Shaw, Bobby Simmons, and Joe Barfield.  Not 

pictured is photographer Harry Bruno. 

MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE No. 201  

Cochran, Georgia 

 In 2009, the Companion Knights of Holy Rood York Rite 

College No. 66, under the leadership of Preeminent Governor, 

S. Frank Malewski, undertook the installation of a flagpole 

complete with the Canadian Maple Leaf in front of the 

Masonic Building in Victoria Harbour, Ontario.   

 

 This successful project was undertaken to practice the fifth 

statement of the ñPurposesò of the York Rite Sovereign 

College of North America - ñTo build a love of country and to 

aid and support genuine patriotism.ò  The local Masonic 

community has received many compliments of this action from 

local citizens and the municipality.  The College has pledged to 

supply replacement flags as needed to keep this emblem of our 

country flying proudly. 

HOLY ROOD COLLEGE No. 66  

Midland, Ontario  

FUTURE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES  

OF THE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE  
July 22-24, 2010 ................................ Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

July 27-30, 2011 ...................................... Nashville, Tennessee 

August 1-4, 2012 ............................................ Toronto, Ontario 

Governors!  Keep in mind that if your College would 

like to nominate your College Secretary for the Secretary 

of the Year Award, please request the nomination form 

from the Sovereign College Office.  All nominations 

forms are due back in the Sovereign College Office by 

July 01, 2010 for consideration. 

YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE  

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION OF CANADA  
 

 The Board of Directors wishes to acknowledge the 

Companion Knights and the following Canadian Colleges: 

Athelstan 41, Holy Rood 66, Paulinus 35, Quinte 53, Nova 

Scotia 132 and Terre Neuve 184, who have adopted the practice 

of making a donation ñIn Memoryò of departed friends and 

members. These donations are acknowledged to the family by a 

beautiful Memorial Card. We hereby memorialize those 

remembered: 

Ervine R. Wood 

Gerald F. Parker 

Robert R. Jackson 

Donald A. King 

Robert W. Munday 

Charles Emmett 

R. Allan Cadwallader 

Verne E Young 

 

We Cherish Their Memory In Our Hearts 


